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Contact details and publishing consent:

Organisation/Group

Organisation/Group name*:

Granton and District Community Council

Organisation/Group address**:

C/o David Macnab, 37/1 West Ferryfield, Edinburgh

Organisation/Group postcode**:

EH5 2PT

Organisation/Group contact name*:

Dave Macnab

Organisation/Group contact email*:

nabs89@blueyonder.co.uk

Community organisation

Organisation/Group type 'other':

Title*:

N/A

Forename or initials*:

N/A

Surname*:

N/A

Full postal address**:

Postcode**:

N/A

Email address*:

na@example.com

Publish this response

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues

you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content

for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Yes

1  Do you agree with the definition of community body at Section 1?

Not Answered

Do you have any changes to suggest?:

2  Do you agree with the list of public bodies to be covered in this Part at Schedule 1 (Annex C page 21)?

Not Answered

What other bodies should be added, or removed?:



3  What do you think would be reasonable timescales for dealing with requests, making an offer and concluding a

contract, in relation to sections 5(6), 6(2)(c) and 6(6)?

Timescales:

4  Do you agree that community bodies should have a right of appeal to Ministers as set out in Section 8?

Yes

Are there other appeal or review procedures that you feel would be more appropriate?:

5  What form of appeal or review processes, internal or external, would be appropriate in relation to decisions made by

local authorities and by Scottish Ministers?

appeal-review-processes:

We don't know why local authorities/Scottish Ministers should be exempted from the appeal process as per Section 8 (2) (a) (b). Our view is that appeal process

should cover all organisations.

6  Do you have any other comments about the wording of the draft provisions?

wording-draft-provisions:

We agree with the Introduction to the consultation that the legislation itself will not build capacity to make this real. To ensure that it is not just the loudest voices

that get listened to.

For us this is the single biggest missing element of the proposed legislation. Communities will require much greater support to make 'engagement', co-production

and a move towards an asset based approach to this policy a reality on the ground.

Many community councils are not 'fit for this purpose' - many in fact do not exist or are just a forum that talks about housing development and whilst important this

legislation potentially widens this remit considerably.

There requires to be a firmer steer on the role of community bodies and in particularly the elected ones and what is expected of them.

7  What costs and savings do you think would come about as a result of these draft provisions? Please be as specific as

you can be.

costs-savings-draft-provisions:

There may be longer term savings when communities feel that they have stewardship of key aspects of their community. Many communities see themselves not

as producers or suppliers of services but as recipients. A different approach is needed - this has to come from top down and bottom up simultaneously and

consistently across all Government policy streams. When people feel ownership and become active their are benefits across the range of socio-economic

indicators - resulting in sustainable local economies which can develop the local resource base and reduce dependence on external services. What is possible is

that enhanced economic health can be linked to individual well being and provide a stronger local infrastructure.

8  Do you agree with the definition of community body at section 11?

No

Do you have any changes to suggest?:

This may be too prescriptive. There may be specific groups within an area - that have an active network of volunteers that could support a specific aspect of

service delivery.

9  Do you agree with the list of public bodies to be covered in this Part at Schedule 2 (Annex C page 21)?

Not Answered

What other bodies should be added, or removed?:

10  Do you agree with the description at section 13 of what a participation request by a community body to a public

service authority should cover?

No

Is there anything you would add or remove?:

It could be a if a race based community organisation wanted to work with Police Scotland to improve outcomes in reducing targeted hate crime offences, would

that organisation have to demonstrate ‘expertise’ over and above their experience of living with the reality of racist harassment? Furthermore groups making a

Request are expected to provide evidence that their involvement would make a difference. This is difficult enough to achieve for big organisations let alone

smaller ones.



11  Do you agree with the criteria at section 15 that a public service authority should use when deciding whether to agree

or refuse a participation request?

No

Are there any other criteria that should be considered?:

It is not clear what constitutes "reasonable grounds". Guidance can cover a multitude of issues and this part needs to be made clearer as to what these should

be.

12  Do you have any other comments about the wording of the draft provisions?

Do you have any other comments about the wording of the draft provisions?:

13  What costs and savings do you think would come about as a result of these draft provisions? Please be as specific as

you can.

Q13 What costs and savings do you think would come about as a result of these draft provisions? Please be as specific as you can. :

14  Do you think the draft provisions will meet our goal to increase transparency about the existence, use and disposal of

common good assets and to increase community involvement in decisions taken about their identification, use and

disposal?

Yes

What other measures would help to achieve that?:

Our caveat is that only if community councils are reconstituted in terms of their role. What happens when there is conflict between a number of such community

bodies? This part of the legislation seems 'light' in terms of detail.

15  Do you agree that the cost recovery powers in relation to dangerous and defective buildings should be improved as

set out in the draft Bill?

Not Answered

16  Do you agree that the same improvements should apply to sections 25, 26 and 27 of the Building (Scotland) Act 2003?

Not Answered

17  The Scottish Government proposes to extend right to buy to communities in all parts of Scotland, where the Scottish

Government is satisfied that it is in the public interest. Do you agree with this proposal?

Yes

Are there any additional measures that would help our proposals for a streamlined community right to buy to apply across Scotland?:

18  Do you think that Ministers should have power to extend “registrable” land” to cover land that is currently not

included as “registrable land”?

Not Answered

What other land should also be considered as being “registrable”?:

19  Do you think that there should be a compulsory power for communities to buy neglected or abandoned land in certain

circumstances?

Yes

What should these circumstances be?:

Some form of agreed guidelines developed - along lines of neglect and abandonment.



20  How do you think this should work in practice? How do you think that the terms “neglected” and “abandoned” should

be defined?

Q20 How do you think this should work in practice? How do you think that the terms “neglected” and “abandoned” should be defined?:

21  Do you think that the criteria to be met by a community body in section 38(1) of the Act are appropriate?

Not Answered

Do you think that there should be additional criteria? Please set out what changes or additions should be made to the criteria.:

22  Do you think that the information that is included in the Register of Community Interests in Land is appropriate?

Not Answered

If not, what should that information include?:

23  How could the application form to register a community interest in land be altered to make it easier to complete (eg,

should there be a word limit on the answers to particular questions)?

Q23 How could the application form to register a community interest in land be altered to make it easier to complete (eg, should there be a word limit

on the answers to particular questions)?:

Not Answered

Do you have any other suggestions?:

24  Do you agree that communities should be able to apply to register an interest in land in cases where land

unexpectedly comes on the market and they have not considered using the community right to buy?

Not Answered

If so, what changes should be made to section 39 to ensure that such communities can apply to register a community interest in land? :

25  Do you agree that the process to re-register a community interest should be a re-confirmation of a community interest

in land?

Not Answered

26  Do you think that the community body should be asked to show that its application is (1) still relevant, (2) has the

support of its “community”, and that (3) granting it is in the public interest?

Not Answered

27  What do you think should be the length of the statutory period for completing the right to buy, taking into account

both the interests of the landowner and the community body? Please explain the reasons for your proposal.

Q27 What do you think should be the length of the statutory period for completing the right to buy, taking into account both the interests of the

landowner and the community body? Please explain the reasons for your proposal. :

28  Do you think that some of the tasks within the right to buy (such as valuation, ballot etc.) should be rearranged and

the timescales for their completion changed in order to make the best use of the time available within the right to buy?

Please set out what changes you think should be made and why.

Q28 Do you think that some of the tasks within the right to buy (such as valuation, ballot etc.) should be rearranged and the timescales for their

completion changed in order to make the best use of the time available within the right to buy? Please set out what changes you think should be

made and why.:

29  Do you agree that Scottish Ministers should organise the undertaking of a community body’s ballot and pay its

costs.?



Yes

If you disagree, please provide your reasons. :

We do have a caveat though.The philosophy behind the legislation is to empower the community - so in theory and practice they should organise it. If a way could

be found to make balloting arrangement easier in terms of access to electoral roll etc then ultimately it should be the community that organises it. Perhaps that is

for the future.

30  Should Scottish Ministers notify the ballot result to the landowner?

Yes

Please explain your reasons. :

Again longer terms the community should be empowered too do this.

31  Do you think Ministers should develop a pro-forma for community bodies to set out their plans for the sustainable

development of land and community?

No

Please give reasons for your view. :

Let the communities develop it with government - co production.

32  Do you agree that community bodies should be able to define their “community” in a more flexible way by the use of

any of the following options, or a mixture of these, as appropriate? (You can choose more than one option):

Postcodes, Settlement areas, Localities of settlements, Electoral wards, Other (please specify in Q33 below)

33  Are there any other ways that a “community” could be defined?

Q33 Are there any other ways that a “community” could be defined? :

By its networks, family ties. Perhaps further work on this area need to be done prior to the legislation being finalised.

34  Do you agree that other legal entities in addition to the company limited by guarantee should be able to apply to use

the community right to buy provisions?

Not Answered

35  Do you agree that SCIOs should be able to apply under the provisions?

Not Answered

36  What other legal entities should be able to apply under the community right to buy provisions – and why?

Q36 What other legal entities should be able to apply under the community right to buy provisions – and why?:

37  Do you agree that Ministers should only have to “approve” the changes to Articles of Association for community

bodies that are actively seeking to use or are using the community right to buy

No

38  Do you think that the length of a registered interest in land should remain as five years or be changed? If it should be

changed, how long should it be – and what are your reasons for making that change?

Q38 Do you think that the length of a registered interest in land should remain as five years or be changed? If it should be changed, how long should

it be – and what are your reasons for making that change?:

39  Do you agree that the valuation procedure should include counter representations by the landowner and community

body?



Not Answered

If you disagree, please give your reasons for your decision.:

40  Do you think that there should be a provision to deter landowners from taking the land off the market after they have

triggered the right to buy?

Not Answered

Please explain your reasons:

41  Do you think that there should there be greater flexibility in a community body’s level of support for a right to buy in

the ballot result than is currently permitted?

Yes

42  Do you think that the ballot result should focus on a sufficient amount of support to justify the community support to

proceed with the right to buy the land?

No

If yes, please explain how secured community support should be measured? :

43  Do you agree that community bodies should be able to submit evidence to Ministers in support of their ballot result

where they believe that their ballot has been affected by circumstances outwith their control?

Yes

44  Do you think that Scottish Ministers should be able to ask community bodies for additional information relating to

their right to buy “application” which Ministers would then take into account in considering their right to buy

“application”?

Yes

Please explain your reasons. :

Good governance.

45  Do you think that Ministers should be able to accept an application to register a community interest in land which is

subject to an option agreement (on part or all of the land)?

Not Answered

46  If there is an option agreement in place, do you think that the landowner should be able to transfer the land as an

exempt transfer while there is a registered interest over that land?

Not Answered

Please explain your answer. :

47  Do you think that the prohibition on the landowner from taking steps to market or transfer the land to another party

should apply from the day after the day on which Ministers issue the prohibition letter rather than the day when the

owner/heritable creditor receives the notice?

Not Answered

Please explain your answer:



48  Do you agree that public holidays should be excluded from the statutory timescales to register a community interest

in land and the right to buy?

Yes

49  Do you agree that where a landowner makes an “exempt” transfer that this should be notified to Scottish Ministers?

Not Answered

If you disagree, please provide reasons for your decision.:

50  Do you agree that community bodies and landowners should notify Scottish Ministers of any changes to their contact

details (including any registered office)?

Yes

51  Do you think that Ministers should monitor the impact of the community right to buy?

No

How do you think that monitoring should be undertaken and what information should Ministers seek? :

Empower the community to monitor itself through its local structures.

No

52  What are your views on our proposals for requiring a CPP to be established in each local authority area, and for

amending the core statutory underpinning for community planning to place stronger emphasis on delivering better

outcomes?

What are your views on our proposals for requiring a CPP to be established in each local authority area and redefining community planning to give it

a greater emphasis on delivering better outcomes? :

Agree.

53  What are your views on the core duties for CPPs set out above, and in particular the proposal that CPPs must develop

and ensure delivery of a shared plan for outcomes (i.e something similar to a Single Outcome Agreement) in the CPP

area?

Q53 What are your views on the core duties for CPPs set out above, and in particular the proposal that CPPs must develop and ensure delivery of a

shared plan for outcomes (i.e something similar to a Single Outcome Agreement) in the CPP area?:

Some are vague. What does scrutinise and challenge mean in reality. What is the 'stick' for non delivery?

54  Do the duties of the CPP support effective community engagement and the involvement of the third and business

sectors?

No

What other changes may be required to make this more effective? :

Too much emphasis on needs based rather than working to develop the strengths as per the asset based approach to community development.

Should be core duty to co produce and design what the outcomes are rather than as currently too often happens - communities are given vast documents to read

and somehow be expected to read, somehow get a wider community view, send in comments - and then often no follow up by the 'owning' organisation in terms

of the adjustments that have been made.

55  How can we ensure that all relevant partners play a full role in community planning and the delivery of improved

outcomes in each CPP area? Do the core duties set out above achieve that?

No

What else might be required?: 

Need to build capacity and capability within the community areas otherwise nothing will change. Too often it is the 'visible' leaders in the community that get



invited along and continue to get invited from the 'contact' lists that government have. Need to mobilise more locally to ensure that the whole of the community is

involved not just specific vested interests or the same folks who tend to turn up at all the meetings.

56  What are the respective roles of local elected politicians, non-executive board members and officers in community

planning and should this be clarified through the legislation?

Q56 What are the respective roles of local elected politicians, non-executive board members and officers in community planning and should this be

clarified through the legislation?:

There can be a 'skewed' situation whereby in some recent examples (Social Integration) the legislation does not provide equal one vote per participant - some of

those who attend have no voting rights. We have been advised that this is in the legislation. There requires to be equality of voting. Again to ensure equity of

decision making this area requires further discussion.

Another observation is that often it is the same 'well known faces' that appear on 'boards' etc rather than providing a more diverse range of community activists

and ensuring their voice is heard. The other issue is timing of meetings etc which often mean exclusion - even to observe. For example - highly important

community partnership meetings often take place during the day or during the week that means volunteer community councillors have to take time off work to

attend etc.

57  Should the duty on individual bodies apply to a defined list of public bodies – if so, which ones? Or should we seek to

take a more expansive approach which covers the public sector more generally?

Q57 Should the duty apply to a defined list of public bodies – if so, which ones? Or should we seek to take a more expansive approach which covers

the public sector more generally? :

58  Local authorities are currently responsible for initiating, facilitating and maintaining community planning. How might

the legislation best capture the community leadership role of Councils without the CPP being perceived as an extension

of the local authority?

Q58 Should local authorities continue to have responsibility for initiating, facilitating and maintaining community planning? If so, how can we ensure

that this doesn’t lead to community planning being a Council driven exercise?:

59  How can the external scrutiny regime and the roles of organisation such as the Accounts Commission and Auditor

General support the proposed changes? Does this require changes to their powers or functions?

Q59 How can the external scrutiny regime and the roles of organisation such as the Accounts Commission and Auditor General support the proposed

changes? Does this require changes to their powers or functions? :

60  What other legislative changes are needed to strengthen community planning?

Q60 What other legislative changes are needed to strengthen community planning? :

61  Do you agree with the proposed definition of an allotment site and allotment plot?

Not Answered

How else would you suggest they be defined?:

62  In order to include all existing allotments in the new legislation they must fit within the size range. What is the

minimum and maximum size of one allotment plot in your area/site?

Q61 In order to include all existing allotments in the new legislation they must fit within the size range. What is the minimum and maximum size of one

allotment plot in your area/site?:

63  Do you agree with the proposed duty to provide allotments?

Yes

Are there any changes you would make?:

Caveat. It should be encouraged but the cost of land in Edinburgh for example may make this prohibitive. Encourage local community gardens and consider

concessionary lets for local food growing. Agree with waiting lists and other aspects not the acquire land aspect.

No

64  Do you prefer the target Option A, B or C?



None of these

Are there any other target options you wish to be considered here? Do you agree with the level of the targets?:

Leave this to the local authorities to agree with their area rather than imposed targets.

65  Do you agree with the proposed list of local authority duties and powers?

Yes

Would you make any changes to the list?:

2 (c) no statutory target

4 add sub paragraph about consulting local community groups - particularly local community gardener groups.

66  Do you think the areas regarding termination of allotment tenancies listed should be set out in legislation or

determined by the local authority at a local level?

Not Answered

67  Are there any other areas you feel should apply to private allotments?

Q66 Are there any other areas you feel should apply to private allotments?:

68  Do you agree that surplus produce may be sold?

Yes

If you disagree, what are your reasons?:

69  Do you agree with the proposed list of subjects to be governed by Regulations?

Yes

Would you make any changes to the lists?:

70  We invite your views on the proposal to include in the Bill a provision that places a duty on Ministers to develop,

consult on and publish a set of outcomes that describe their long term, strategic objectives for Scotland, and include a

complementary duty to report regularly and publicly progress towards these outcomes.

Q70 We invite your views on the proposal to include in the Bill a provision that places a duty on Ministers to develop, consult on and publish a set of

outcomes that describe their long term, strategic objectives for Scotland, and include a complementary duty to report regularly and publicly progress

towards these outcomes.:

71  Given the actions that the Government and others already take to enable and support local democracy, together with

the additional measures proposed in this consultation, are there any other actions we could take to reflect local

democracy principles that would benefit communities?

Q Given the actions that the Government and others already take to enable and support local democracy, together with the additional measures

proposed in this consultation, are there any other actions we could take to reflect local democracy principles that would benefit communities? :

It is vital that for real empowerment to work - community organisations will need additional support in terms of capacity and capability.

More co-production at the start of the policy process rather than when half way developed.

72  Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel any of the proposals for the Bill may

have on particular groups of people, with reference to the “protected characteristics” under the Equality Act 2010.

Q71 Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel any of the proposals for the Bill may have on particular groups of

people, with reference to the “protected characteristics” listed above.:

There requires to be support in the communities where there may be large ethnic groups to ensure that their voice is heard. Too often they are under represented

in community councils. Indeed other groups are also under represented in community councils - young people etc. This needs to be addressed.

73  What differences might there be in the impact of the Bill of communities with different levels of advantage or

deprivation? How can we make sure that all communities can access the benefits of these proposals?



Q72 What differences might there be in the impact of the Bill of communities with different levels of advantage or deprivation? How can we make sure

that all communities can access the benefits of these proposals? :

There is already great potential in our communities. It just needs to be supported to be released. It needs a totally different approach. To see stigmatised 'areas of

deprivation not viewed as liabilities and in need of intervention but that in these communities there is real talent and skills that with targeted support can make

things happen for themselves.

In terms of access this is an important question. For instance it would be interesting to see what community councils for example replied to this consultation in

terms of demographic positioning across Scotland. Government has got to change its approach in terms of making policy statements easier to follow. Making the

language simpler and working in and with communities.

74  Please tell us about any potential costs or savings that may occur as a result of the proposals for the Bill, and any

increase or reduction in the burden of regulation for any sector. Please be as specific as possible.

Q73 Please tell us about any potential costs or savings that may occur as a result of the proposals for the Bill, and any increase or reduction in the

burden of regulation for any sector. Please be as specific as possible. :

75  Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel any of the proposals for the Bill may

have on the environment.

Q74 Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel any of the proposals for the Bill may have on the environment.:

Potential for turning more neighbourhoods into sustainable local economies and turning what is currently viewed as liabilities into assets.
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