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Preface: 

The Forth Neighbourhood Partnership in conjunction with the 

Community Councils held a Regeneration Conference on the 27th 

September 2014 at Edinburgh College – Granton Campus. 

This purpose of this event was to provide an opportunity for the community to engage with developers and 

landowners within the Forth ward and learn more about current and proposed regeneration activity taking 

place within their neighbourhood.  

This report outlines the information presented at the event, the various discussions that took place and the 

challenges and opportunities identified. 

One of the key outcomes from this event is the commitment to the formation of a development group which 

will bring the community and those responsible for the development of the Granton Waterfront together in a 

forum that will promote partnership working going forward. This partnership working is intended to create an 

environment that allows plans to be shared at an early stage and where possible shaped to meet the needs of 

the existing and emerging communities. 

The first meeting of this development group will take place early 2015 and meet approximately every six 

months.  

This document shall also inform the future regeneration strategy for North Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Report Compiled & Written by: 

Michelle Fraser 
Programme Manager, North Edinburgh 
City of Edinburgh Council 
Services for Communities 
michelle.fraser@edinburgh.gov.uk 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk 

+44 (0)131 529 3150 

Forth Neighbourhood Partnership 2014 

www.edinburghnp.org.uk/neighbourhood-partnerships/Forth/ 

mailto:michelle.fraser@edinburgh.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/3000917/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PSPGO60O/www.edinburgh.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/3000917/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PSPGO60O/www.edinburghnp.org.uk/neighbourhood-partnerships/Forth/


 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS: 

 

Introduction  : Page 1 
 

Purpose      : Page 2 
 

Who was involved : Page 2 
 

Key themes  : Page 3 
 

What happens now : Page 3 
 

Conclusions  : Page 4 
 

Thanks to   : Page 4 

Appendix 1 : Challenges and Opportunities 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Development is 

easy; but 

regeneration 

needs partnership’  

Roger Madelin, Chief 

Executive, Argent Group 
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Introduction 
Councillor Cammy Day  
Convener – Forth Neighbourhood Partnership 

The Forth Neighbourhood Partnership puts local consultation and 

engagement at the heart of everything we do. We know how 

important it is that our community can access the information that 

they need to allow them to make informed decisions. After all, who is 

better placed to identify local priorities and shape future plans to meet 

current and future needs within the area?  

The Forth Neighbourhood forms part of an ambitious plan to increase the availability of housing for the city, 

support the growth of the economy and help create strong, sustainable and healthier communities.  

Regeneration activity in Granton Waterfront, Pennywell and Muirhouse and the wider Forth area provides 

opportunities for the community to work with the Council, developers and landowners to shape plans for their 

neighbourhood.  

As part of the 21st Century Homes programme, the Council has built their first new homes in over a generation 

in this area and tenants are currently moving in. Work is also underway on the former Craigroyston High 

School site which will form the first phase of plans to build over another 700 new homes for sale and rent over 

the next eight to ten years in Pennywell and Muirhouse. 

The Regeneration conference held on the 27 September provided a fantastic opportunity for the community 

to hear from the Council and various landowners in Granton Waterfront on what they plan for this area of the 

city. Guided by an overview of development and needs at a city wide level by the Council Planners, the 

landowners provided information on past, current and future proposals, seeking the views of those in 

attendance. I was inspired but not surprised by the strength of feeling and active participation of those who 

took the time out to attend and contribute on what was a very sunny Saturday morning. Views, desired 

outcomes and priorities were openly voiced, with contributions from the very young to those who have lived 

in our community for a long time. Key themes were the need for good quality affordable homes, leisure 

facilities, schools, tourism, retail, businesses and jobs, jobs, jobs! Investing in the whole community and not 

just pockets was expressed frequently as a way to avoid a ‘them and us’ scenario. The desire to look beyond 

personal need to unite and create cohesive neighbourhoods was admirable and an important attribute when 

development of this scale is taking place. 

This is only the beginning of what I hope will be a long and fruitful partnership. I am committed to creating a 

forum where plans can be shared at an early stage and views expressed openly in order to create a future 

together, a future that will benefit our children and grandchildren, providing a legacy for those who are 

committed to making change to benefit all. 

On behalf of the Forth Neighbourhood Partnership, I would like to thank the community members for their 

dedication and support now and going forward, and the landowners and all those involved in regenerating our 

neighbourhood for their commitment to ongoing partnership working, ‘building new futures’ to benefit 

existing and future generations. 
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Why did this 
conference take 
place? 

The Forth Neighbourhood Partnership in conjunction 

with the community councils felt that there was a 

need to bring the community together at an event 

with those responsible for regeneration activity within 

their neighbourhood.  There was a feeling that 

development was starting to move more quickly in the Forth Ward and that there were members of the 

community who would like to know more about current and future plans and have the opportunity to get 

involved and shape proposals where possible to meet local needs. 

The second proposed Local Development Plan (LDP) was also out for public consultation and this provided an 

opportunity for those attending to learn more about this plan and the guidance that it provides for future 

development. Within the LDP, the Waterfront is designated one of the city’s four strategic development 

zones, with Pennywell and Muirhouse identified as a large area of regeneration. Masterplans and frameworks 

have been developed for Pennywell, Muirhouse and the Waterfront. This was a good time to get together and 

think about what all of this means for Forth. 

 

Who was involved and 
what took place?  

The event itself involved many different people. 

Representatives from the local community councils, 

community members and local service providers were present 

alongside developers, landowners and Council officers. 

There was a series of presentations and group discussions 

covering key regeneration activity, this included:  

 An overview of the second proposed Local Development Plan 

 Regeneration plans for Granton Waterfront 

 Regeneration underway in Pennywell/Muirhouse and West Pilton 

The presentations were followed by a working lunch where delegates were encouraged to participate in round 

table discussions to identify any challenges and opportunities in response to the information that had been 

presented to them. 
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What were the 
emerging key 
themes? 

Everyone in attendance worked together at group based 

tables (6) involving community, developers and 

landowners. Each table discussed the information that they 

had heard throughout the morning and were asked to 

identify key challenges and opportunities that they felt the regeneration activity presented. 

The themes that emerged from discussions were: 

 The need for local employment opportunities  

 The need for mixed use development  

 New and upgraded Infrastructure 

 Cohesion and Integration of existing and emerging communities  

 Future consultation and communication 

The feedback from the roundtable discussions was very useful and will inform how we take future 

engagement and development forward. Key challenges and opportunities identified from discussions are 

documented in Appendix 1. 

So, what happens 
now?  

It is important that this event is the first step towards a 

long and fruitful partnership between the community and 

the landowners and developers taking forward 

regeneration plans in the Granton Waterfront and the 

wider Forth area. 

There is a commitment from the Neighbourhood Partnership to take this forward through the establishment 

of a development group which will cover Granton Waterfront and link in with regeneration within the wider 

Forth ward. The 5 key themes identified above will form the basis for the initial work plan. 

It is intended that the first meeting of this group will take place early next year and will complement work 

already underway within the Improving Pennywell and Muirhouse group that was formed in 2008 to guide 

development of the masterplan and regeneration activity in this area. This group will report its activity to the 

Neighbourhood Partnership. 

It is also evident that alongside the physical regeneration, there is a clear need to link with other local 

strategies and developments such as employability and where these are beyond the remit of the Development 

Group, they will be taken forward via the Neighbourhood Partnership 2014 – 2017 Local Community Plan. 

? 
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The Forth Neighbourhood Partnership website will be used to keep everyone involved and updated and future 

reports to the Neighbourhood Partnership Board which meets quarterly will report on progress and outcomes 

in relation to the current and future regeneration activity across the ward. 

 

Conclusions 

The continued commitment of community members to support 

and get involved in regeneration within Forth has been 

overwhelming.  

It is only through partnership working that regeneration can 

truly be successful. Meeting the physical, social and economic 

needs of this area will be challenging and it is only through 

working with those that live in this that we can identify what is required and begin to meet these challenges. 

Through working together now and in the future, plans can be moulded and shaped to meet new and 

emerging needs, challenges can be overcome and opportunities realised.   

 

Thanks to 

There are so many people to thank for their support, time, 

energy, commitment, resources and energy but special 

thanks go to: 

 North Edinburgh Young People’s Forum 

 Community members 

 Local Community Councils 

 Willie Black – West Granton and West Pilton Community Council  

 Charles Connoly, Tony Thomas - National Grid 

 Mark Harris -  EDI Group Ltd 

 Kyle Drummond - Economic Development ,CEC 

 Ann Wilson - 21C Homes Programme, CEC 

 Steven Whitton - NHS Lothian 

 John Inman - Planning, CEC 

Extra special thanks to: 

 Dave Pickering - North Edinburgh News, for providing various photographs used within this report. 

 Edinburgh College for support with the venue 

 North Edinburgh Arts for catering and general support 
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Appendix 1  

 

 

 

 

Challenges & Opportunities 
 

Create and link up training and employment opportunities  
 
At May 2013, the percentage of working age people in Forth claiming a range of key out-of-
work benefits was 17% compared to 10% in the city as a whole. 
 
Opportunity exists to; 
 Further equip local people with the skills and abilities to help them take up the training 

and employment opportunities resulting from current and proposed regeneration activity. 
 Maximise training and employment opportunities arising from regeneration activity  
 Coordinate and link up opportunities from the various regeneration activities, resulting in 

better outcomes for those who take up placements.  
 To create sustainable employment through investment in the area. 
 

To enhance the waterfront and create a destination 
 
There is a desire to promote and build on a rich history and existing assets that exist in the 
Granton Waterfront, attracting visitors and investors. 
 
To create a neighbourhood where there are different types of buildings (residential and 
commercial) where people can meet their needs locally. 
 

 To promote good design and quality of place 
 
To improve connectivity and create a sense of place that is safe and welcoming, attracting 
residents, visitors and investors to the area.  
 

Connectivity is seen as a key opportunity not only within the waterfront but also with the 
wider Forth area and the city as a whole, enabling residents to embrace opportunities that the 
city centre offers and visitors the opportunity embrace the Waterfront.  Opportunities to 
improve the existing transport network were highlighted as part of this consultation and 
aspirations still held to see the tram extend into the area. 
 

To meet the physical, economic and social needs of the wider community and 
bring new and emerging communities together to create long term 
sustainability. 
 

Investment in existing neighbourhoods was highlighted as a key priority. The need to invest in 
existing homes and the wider environment was seen as important to avoiding the creation of a 
‘them and us’ scenario where pockets of development exist. The cohesion and integration of 
communities is seen as the key to long term sustainability, spreading the benefits wide. 

The Following Opportunities and Challenges were identified 

through the various discussions that took place at the event 

and will be taken forward through the Development Groups 

and also the Forth Neighbourhood Partnership.  
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To engage with landholders and developers in Granton Waterfront to shape 
development at an early stage where possible, to meet community needs. 
 
Creating a forum where the community can engage with the developers and landowners in the 
waterfront was seen as a key opportunity to work in partnership to foster the right conditions 
for communities to flourish and create sustainability neighbourhoods. 
 

 

 


